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EXAMINATION 
"Or THE 


Sy of the Times. 
Pero ge "gre | 


Lord-Mayor, on 85 Day 2 
pointed by the Government, 
2 Saat Faſt, being now, at the Deſire 
of the faid Lord-Mayor made Publick ; I 
am willing to believe, that that Gentlema 
out of his abundant Chriſtian Charity, 
Wheartily forgive my Procedure, if 5 
Sunder Examination ſome few N 
ce ſaid Diſcourſe, The 
in cenſuring the Writings and Vasen &* 
Supetiours, ought not in Reaſon to be 
e by Him A tors, dee Claim 


8595 


kt platens. to this Prviledgh, are e. 
very way as allowable, if not more rea- 
ſonable. Wherever therefore, I find him 
either advancing any thing againſt ſound 
and ſubſtantial * propoling what is 
repugnant to the exprets and reveal'd Will 
of God, prevaricati m what he once 
propos d, or deviating from the Rules ef 
good Manners; 5 This reverend Preacher 
muſt excuſe me if I throw in my Remarks. 


Su c is the Spirit of Faction, ſuch the 
Deſire of being diſtinguiſh'd as a Part 
Man, and ſuch the Fondneſs of Ap aule, 
and the Hopes of Gain, that the Place ap- 
3 entirely for the Worſhip of the 

is: ptaſtituted. for the Rehearſal þ 


of treaſorable Harangues to furl” «x 
gree, that the Devotion which, ough#! to 
be paid to, the great Creator of all things, 
is turn'd. into the Service of the. Devil ; 

and the Attention of the Peop le, which 
ſhould be fix d alone upon the ecepts of 
the eternal Author of our Being, is rais d 
from thence, and applied to the gather- 
ing, ot the Seeds of Sedition, Scandal, . 
and Rebellion. If the Miniſters of the. 

Goſpel ate. truly deſirous of being eſteem'd | 
fhe Embaſſadours of Clint, and the Fol- 
* ol the holy A if zi they deſign 


by 


Freges g. Py =o © =» ro 
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their Diſcourſes to improve the Igno- 
rant; and demonſtrate' that they are really 
convinc'd of the Truth of what they in- 
tend to teach, they ſhou'd in every reſ- 
ped ſo behave themſelves, that others be- 
holding their good Deportment, may glo- 
rify God whole choſen Servants they are, 
and thereby be encouraged to follow their 
bright Example. How far this Gentle- 
man, who was appointed as Preacher up- 
on this ſolemn Occaſion, has conform d 
himſelf. to this allowed Rule, will in ſome 
Meaſure appear to the World, by the fol- 
lowing Remarks. | ou 


Ook Author, P. 1. informs us, that 
he National Chara cter of the Jews, by the 
72 11; Thar They made an ill Uſe of all 
od's Bleſſings both Spiritual and Temporal ; 
that they were incorrigible ; that they turn'd 
his Grace into 8 that their Lux- 
pry bad brought forth Atheiſm and Infidelity ; 
Wat they had introdut d great Abuſes in the 
il State, and were pleas dwith the gene- 
1 al Corruption of the Eccleſiaſtical.” And in 
. 25. He is afraid that be does his Count 
ig in affurning that theſe Sins whic 
Bbe Text threatens to viſit for, are at as great 
an Height among us .now, as among the 
ews, in the Time of Jeremiah. But when 
he 


o 
, 


- courſe might render him liable to the Cen- 


to be made Uſe of; the Furious and Diſ- 


W = 
0 


he is to ſpeak of theſe in-Patticiilar, be 

ſcarcely makes any: the leaſt Mention, ei- 

ther of the great Ahuſes introduced into 
the Civil State, or of the Corruption of 
the Eccleſiaſtical. However, any Who will 

give themſelves the Trouble of reading 
over P. 20, will be readily appris d of what 
he intends by the great Abuſes of the Civil 
State, namely, the preſent happy Eſtahliſh- 
ment ot the Governinent founded / on the 
late glorious Revolution, and the Princi. 
ple of reſiſting a Tyrannical and Arhitra+ 
ry Power. It may be readily undetſiood 
why he has not thought fit to. expreſs his 
Mind free, viz. leſt a more o 


Diſ 


ſures of the Magiſtracy. Short Hints and 
ſly Innuendoes are fufficlem fin che pro | 


ſent Purpoſe, where other Methods are not 


affected, like Touchwood, readily receiv- 
ing the firſt and ſlighteſt Impreſſion, But 
n our Author's Zeal ſhould. be -brow-fj 
beaten,, why out of Daltardly Fear he 
«ſhould be prevented from blowing the 
Trumpet of the Lord in Zion, and crying 
aloud againſt the illegal Rulers of the Peo-· 
le, is ſomewhat n ſince by him. 

f ſuch Forbearance is P. 16. number df 
in that black Lift of Sins aa | 
0 


2 


9 
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ze df 
the 
Pro- 


Ii 


© 
7 


# 


| [ 9 ] SP 
Prophet threatned à Viſitation to the Peo- 
ple of the Fea Nation, the contrary of 
wich, as he intimates, P. 30. he readily 
would engage in, had he a favourable Op- 
portunity of Preaching beſote the Govern- 


ment. That in this Particular, I have not 


dobe him any Injuſtice, by drawing Con- 
ſequences that cannot be allowed, will, if 
I be not very much miſtaken, evidently ap- 
Pear by the following Obſervations. 


IN P. 13. He is pleas d to tell us, He 
who! hath 10 Hope in God, is of all Men 
the leaſt able to ſupport himſelf, and therefore 
fand: in Need of more external Aid and A 


ſiſtame than other People, and conſequently 


| they: muſt compaſs S and Land to accom- 
e ther De „ * This (be tells us). che 


rophet calls ſetting a Trap, and catching 


Men. And 'a little below he. proceeds, 
- Again, He who employs his Learning or (oun- 


ſel to ſeduce or nitflead Men, or his Power 


and Authority to intimidate or affright them, 
W- or the Agreeableneſs of bis ConTer(ation to 


perſwade or ent ic them to act contrary to their 
Duty or Intereſt, as in the Caſe of Public k 


Elections, is too tommnly dine, ſet, ſo many 
Trapt, and catches Men. As there is a 
Thouſand other Inſtances abundantly more 
to the Purpoſe * this which our Au- 


thor 


I 100] 
tlior has pitch'd upon, in Order to ſhew 
in what Caſes the Wicked trap and catch 
Men, one would be apt to think, that 
they ſhould have been rather choſen: 
But they would not have been ſo much 
for his Purpoſe. It was therefore neceſſa- 
ry to hale in this by Head and Shoulders, 
becauſe of the preſent Expectation of a 
New Parliament, by which a conſiderable 

Party is ſpirited with Views of having 
their wicked and imprudent Deſires ac- 
compliſhed. Rut as the Good of the whole 
Community is abundantly rather to be re- 
garded, than the private Intereſt of any Fa- 
ction or Party; ſo I hope, every Engliſh- 
man will have that alone at Heart, and 
be no Way engagd to act contrary to 
the Peace and Welfare of their Country. 


- In P. 20. Out Reverend Preacher in- 
forms us, that from the Sins of the People 
proceed the Springs of their late Diſappoint- 
ments and Defeat in their Emterprizes: 
Hence it comes, that the Children are eject- 
ed, and Strangers divide the Inheritance. 
Hence we have ſeen Princes become Va- 
abonds, and beg their Bread, and Nobles i 
eek it out of deſolate Places, 1 aſſure this 
Gentleman, that theſe Particulars are fo | 
far from being Judgments upon this Na- 

=: | tion, 


tion, that they are its only Mercy, If no 
other Misfortune befall Great Britain and 
Trelund than theſe which he accounts their 
2 Calamity, we have not in « x 
any Occaſion to grieve at the Loſs, 
but rather adore the Divine Goodneſs for 
ſuch wonderful Bleſſings. Happy, thrice 
happy are the Brits and Iriſh Nations, that 
the late abominable Rebellion n his 
ſacred Majeſty King George, has been 
ſuppreſs d; that Treaſonable Enterpri- 
zes have been diſcovered; that a Po 
piſh Pretender to the Crown of theſe 
Realms, is in all Probability, for ever un- 
der an Incapacity of accompliſhing his 
ns; and that a Duke or two, with 
ſome others, who haely betray'd their 
Country, and villainouſſy . entred into 3 


; & Trealorable Conſpiracy againſt their right- 


ful Sovereign, ate exil'd from their Na- 
tive Country, and beg their Bread in di- 
ſtant Lands. 518 12 7 
I readily agree with our Author, P. 26. 
chat the taking of God's Name in vain, in 
Accs of deliberate Perjury, is an abomina- 


0 ; ble Crime, and ſuch as calls down the 
Vengeance of God upon us; and there- 


fore wiſh that this too frequent Practice 
was ſar eyer baniſh'd from among Men, 
| . 


) 
Len 
But that this is moſtly 
lemen of his Profeſſion, · I mean fuch(.ag 
ate in Holy Orders, as -alſs ſuch as et- 
e the Principles he betrays, is too 
aud evident to be be denyd. How ni 


have we Teen take tlie Oath of Allegi- 


ace to hib 1 y King George, and yet 


e ſow Secli- 
t Nu 


obere ey be met with 
In this Party, who, aſter taking the Oaths, 
have in a Wattens and — 9 — = 
calFd for a Vomit to threw them 
I the Name of the Great God * 1 
kreyerenc'd; if the taking an Oath be à re- 
tigious th folemn Act; and if Herjury be 
2 horrid and deteſtable Crime; hob comet 
it, that the Teachers of the People 
it in Practice? and rather than 
good Living, [wear Allegianee to a Prince 
whom' they "ieteſt, againſt-whom they ſow 
Sedition, and ſtir up 2 not on 
| jo their Rue per, wo 5 55. 
arangues, whom they call a Str 
Fa) the Ih bots, when We 
are ejected? How comes it that the Am- 
2 or of Chriſt is the Venter of Tręa- 
for, and ſhows his Diſlike to the preſſ 
Eft: bliſhment by his Uneaſineſs that & 
Popiſh Prince it a Vagabond? that Nobles 
who were perjur'd, and nee of Re, 
S* 


practisd by) Gun. 
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jon and Country 1 8 
on of dkſolate r Plc” 


Hon has - % 2 4 e 15 
ſonable Enterprizes —.— s preſent 
— lu ve had Diſuppointments ? By 
thete Inſtances ix is evident what a Regard 
the Gentlemen of“ this Perfwafion have 
tor the awful Name of the Almighty ; 
walt Senſe they entertain” of an Oath, 
and what" a triwial Matter Perjury is in 
them Actount. When thus qualify'd, what 
will they not enterprixe ⁊ and Wien o 
thus practiſe "who are the Inſtructers 
the People, what may not be expected 
feventhe [People Ther elves? 2 "Fu 
121 Alt 2 wry OSD .O) L 101 22 
ho P. Jr Our Reverend Divine thi 
r hut, Civil 
55 ag * . e . 
has an — 
govers his People 4 ſuch, then there lies 5 
Roy in upon any Man to ſubmit, either 
* or Miniſters,” for "Conſrience 
ſake. 7 I know, thit the Premiſes are true, 
but the Concluſion is falſe.” Chriſt Him- 
W {elf has expreſſy told us, That” bis Ki 
= dom is not of e World, therefore we 5 
co delieve him, ſince be beſt knew what 
he deſign'd to eſtabliſh, His Kingdom is 
net Secular; he operates upore the Mind, 
* 


* 


coercive Power and ſecular Com 


[ 14 ] 
not by civil Force and Power, but by con- 
vincing - the Underſtanding with Reaſon, 
and thereby inclining the Will. He diſ- 
claim'd all ſuch Authority, and coercive 


Power, and forbad his Apoſtles, to lay 


claim to-any ſecular — Violence, 
and Reſtraint. And to demonſtrate, that 
ſuch was contrary to his Will, he, has leſt 
us a remarkable Example in his own-Pra- 
Rice ; for when he was not receiv'd- by 2 
Set of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, from 
he Jewiſh Religion, he altogether: ab- 


ſtain d from the Uſe of the avenging Pow- 


er, and rehuked the Rage and furious Zeal 
of the Apoſtle, who - importun'd him to 
call down Fire to devour theſe Infidels. 
Had there not been any ſuch Injunctions, 


or this Example of this mild Diſpoſition 1 
ol treating | thoſe whoſe Opinions are not 


confarmable to our own, our Reaſon would 
have been ſufficient to -inform us, that 


can never convince the Underſtanding, and 
therefore no Way engage the Will, which 
always is guided by the former. As:none 
is anſwerable for the Actions of another, 
ſo every one is to be actuated in theſe Af- 
fairs. by the Determinations - of his own 
Mind: Therefore to force the Tongue to 
expreſs what is contrary to the Underſtand: 

_ ing, 


ing, is to rob the Soul of tliat Liberty which 
God hath beſtow'd to Rational Creatures, 
and ſomething too barbarous to be allow'd 
by Human Nature. The Minds of Men 
are. as various as their Complexions nd 
Features, and the Faculties of the Soul are 
always according to the Structure and 
Diſpoſition of the Solids, and the different 
Conliſtence and Motion of the Fluids, the 
former of which are entirely out ot the 
Power of Man. It therefore follows, that 
it is as unreaſonable to puniſh or impriſon 
them becauſe their Sentiments are not con- 
= formable to the Notions of others, as tis 
to abuſe one becauſe his Features happen 
to de different from yours. Since there- 
2X fore Chriſt has not left behind him any in- 
& fattible Judge of Controverſies ;- ſince he 
has not appointed any Inquiſition ; fince he 
has recommended to us the Liberty of 
judging tor our ſelves, by ordering us 
to Fa ch the Scriptures, which teſtify con- 
cerning him; ſince the Apoſtles, in Imita- 
tion of him, have prais d the Bereans for 
cheir Diligence in this Particular; and the 
Voice of Reaſon approves and confirms this 
Procedure, tis undeniable, that the Ring- 
dom of Chriſt is not of this World, or that 
he has left no Authority to any to make 
Uſe of ſecular and coercive Power in reli- 

gious 


Ls 

gious Affairs Had not every Perſon. been 
allow d to form a judgment for-:himlelt 
in ſuch Caſes, the bleſſed Jeſus would have 
tranſmitted to us no ſuck Injunction; nei- 
ther would the Apoliles have given ſuch 
an Encomium. Upon this Principle the 
Reformation began, and upon this it was 
happily eſtabliſh d; and * ane — 5h 
ciple, — who ſeparate 

munion, enjoy a — "Had: not 
this Principle been embraced, Chriftianity 
had never prevail'd'; but to this Day, Hea- 
theniſm and- Infidelity would have over- 
ſpread E op. Had our Reformer been 
of the ſame Opinion with this Gentle- 


man, tothis Hour we ſhould have given 1 


up our Senles and Reaſon to a 


all its horrid Train of Image- Worſnip, In- 
dulgences, Works of Supererogation, Pur- 
gatory, Tranfubſtantiation, Praying to Saints 
and Angels, worſhipping the Hoſt, Gr. 
would have ſtill prevaiFd, and the Perle- 
cution-of the poor Diſſenters for Conſci- 
'ence Sake, the Darling 
High-Church Creed, would have been as 
much in Faſhion in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as that of the Proteſtants in the Sa- 
niſb I quifition. Since therefore, as J have 


—_— hinted, the Law of Nature forbids 
to 


Infallidle Guide. At this Time Popery with - 


Io 


Article of the 1 J 
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to hurt or deſtroy our Fellow Creatures 
and ſince by Divine Revelation we are 
commanded to love even our Enemies, 
to bear with one another, to inſtru 
with Mildneſs, following the Example 
of the | meek and humble ſeſus, who 
informs, us, that he came not to deſtroy, but 
to ſave Mens Lives, as alſo that of his 
Apoſtles: ſuch ſhould be the Diſpoſition 
Mind, ſuch ſhould be the Practice ot 
all, particularly of thoſe who pretend to 
be call d to, be the Stewards of God and 
the Diſpenſers of his Sacraments. But 
how far they renounce the Commandments 
of their great Maſter, how much they re- 
ject the Inſtructions of his Apoſtles, and 
how much they — his, and his A- 
les Example, may evidently a b 
Ber eager Deſires of unlimited Authority, 
their vain and idle Pretenſions of being the 
only proper Judges in religious Controverſies, 


to whom the ignorant and infignificant 


Laity are to reſign their Senſes and Rea- 
ſon, their horrid Outcry againſt Liberty 
of Conſcience, and their Spirit of Perſe- 
cution, by which they are hurried to op- 
preſs and enſlave the Underſtanding of 
others, to force their Wills, to ruin their 


Fortunes, and impriſon their Bodies. 


C . 


* 


Commandments of the Almighty, and the 
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That the Conclufion is falfe; is as evi- 
dent. All Certainty muſt allow. that there 
is'-2 prodigious” Difference between yield- 
ing Obedience to fuch Laws of the Ma- 
giſtrate as are eſtabliſhed for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Civil State, for the Good of 
the Society, and for due Regulation of 
the Moral Actions of the Subject; and 


- fuch, as the State, byaſs'd by ignorant do- 


mineering and felſiſh Prieſts think proper to 
conſtitute, | to 'enflave Mens Conſciences, 
in commanding them to give their Afﬀent 
and Conſent to fuch and ſuch Creeds, Ar- 
ticles of Faith, and Explication of Articles, 
to ſuch and fuch Modes and Forms of Wor- 


Hip, and to ſuch and ſuch Church-Diſcipline, 
as ordered and commanded by the Eternal 
Being in his reveal'd Law, which God ei- 
ther has not - commanded at all, or which 
he has exprefly forbid, or which the Un- 
derſtanding and Conſciences of Men can- 
not poſſibly conceive, as fo order d by him. 


- In the former Caſe it is the incumbent WM 


Duty of every Subject to ſubmit himſelf to 7 


every Ordinance of Men, not for Wrath, but 
Conſcience Sake, becauſe the Magiſtrate in 


theſe Circumſtances acts according to the 


| 1 1900 
Ends for which he was conſtituted : name- 
ly the Good of the Community in gene- 
ral, the Suppreſſion, of Vice and Encou- 
ragement of Virtue, the Puniſhment. of 
evil Doers, and the Reward: and Praiſe of 
them who do well. But in the latter, to 
give up our Underſtandings without pro- 
per Con viction, to enſlave our Conſcien- 
ces at the Diſcretion of an ignorant and 
peremptory Prieſt, to reſign our Wills up- 


on an ifſe.,,dfxit, without; the Support of 
as 


Reaſon, is ſuch a Method ot Acting 
plainly demonſtrates that we renounce our 
Nature, deny our ſelves; to be intelligent 
or rational Beings, and conſequently rather 
Brute Creatures void of Underſtanding that 
. 1 to whom God has given the Faent- 
ies ot Perception and Judgment. The 
beneficent Author of the; Univerſe has be- 
W towed theſe Talents, not to be buried or 
hid in a Napkin, or to: be deliver d up to * 
every bold Invader of our Properties, but 
Vo be exerciſed and employed in the Search 
Truth. The bleſſed Jeſus, after he had 


ent iſen, appeals to the Senſes of his Diſciples 
Fo or the Truth of bis Reſurrection, and the 
but Reality of his Natural Body that was eru- 
e in id; upon which Foundation the whole 
the f the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ſtands. But 
the he Papiſts, to advance and ſuppott their 


C 2 abſurd 


{ 20 }] 5 
abſurd and irrational Article of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, deny, that the Senſes ſhould 
be employed or believed in their Repre- 
ſentation of their proper Objects; b 
Means of which, they have contributed, 
what in their Power lay, towards the De- 
ſtruction of Chriſtianity, by ſapping the 
Baſis and Foundation of it, namely, the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, and the Introducti- 
on of Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Irreligion. In 
like manner, the bleſſed Jeſus has com- 
manded his Followers to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and the Apoſtles have ordered us 
to try the Spirits, whether they be of Cod, 
and not to be carried away with every 
Wind of Doctrine, or the Slight of cunning i 
Men, who lie in wait to deceive ; which is 
a plain Appeal to our Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, and a. poſitive Command for the 
diligent Exerciſe or uſe of them. But 
our 'High-Church Clergy, true Followers 
of the Popiſh Prieſts, too deſirous of the 
Ignorance and Indolence of the Laity, o- 
ver whom, they eagerly covet, both ſpi- 
ritual and ſecular Authotity ; oppoſe this 
Precept of our Bleſſed Saviour, affirm, ll 
that they are the only proper Judges of 
religious Controverſies, deny Mankind the 

Liberty of judging for themſelves ; impole i 
new Modes and Forms of Worſhip, no 
3 To. where i 


4 
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where to be found in the holy Scriptures ; 
obtrude upon us ſuch Explications, as are 
repugnant, both to the reveal'd Laws of 
God, and Reaſon; and would fain force 
us, by Fines and Impriſonments, to al- 
low ſuch Matters, to be the Commands of 
the Eternal, which our Reaſon cannot 
comprehend, to be either expreſiy con- 
tain'd in, or fairly deducible from his 
revealed Will. If fuch a Procedures as 
this is juſt, than the Nature of Good is 
no way different from that of Evil; · and 
that, which in its Eſſence is really wicked, 
may be allowable, 


Stix we are to obey God, rather than 
Man ; fince what ever is not of Faith is 
Sin; and fince whoever does Evil that 
Good may come of it, his Damnation is 
juſt, It we contrary to our Conſciences, 
or without a proper Conviction of the 
Underſtanding, be found ſhamefully com- 
plying, we are guilty of a moſt enormous 
Crime, both againſt God, our ſelves, and 
others. Now Il refer it to the Variety 
of the Writings of the High- Church Cler- 
gy, and in particular to this Sermon un- 
der Examination, if this Sin be not a 

proved of and commanded. Was the 
Principle of this Ambaſſadour of Chriſt to 


take 


take Place, what unhappy Circumſtances 
ſhould we be immediately in? How ſoon 
would Learning and Knowledge be ba- 
niſh'd from among Men, and the thick 
Clouds of Ignorance, more diſmal than 
Cimmetian Darknels overſpread the Land? 
And is it not upon this, that 9 

has its 


riſhes, and. the Spaniſb Inquiſition 
Foundation ? Ku 

By what has been. propoſed upon this 
Topic, the falſehood o what he has ad- 
vanc'd, P, 33. may be very apparent. 
ſay it directly tends to Paper), or if all Re- 
ſtraint be taken away, und all Men are ſuf- 
E to follow- their own Inventions, the 


1 


leaſt, wiſe, which 3, always the greateſt Part 
f Mankind, will, at laſt, weary with wan- 
dring, and not knowing «either, how. to fix 
or return, be glad to throw it ſelf under the 
Protection of an Infallible Guide. Now 1 
refer it to * nt of any, Men of 
common Under! ng, to determine whe- 
ther there be any - the leaſt probability, 
that 4. Proteſtant, wha, makes uſe of his 
Reaſon, in the N after Truth, can 
out of a_ pettiſh Humour renounce his 
Senſes, and abandon, his Reaſon; in order 
to find -a Requiem and Indolence for. his 
wearied Mind, in the midſt of that 1 — 
A * an 


[23 ] 
Fund of Nonſenſe, ' Superſtition, and Idola- 
try, Which is to be met with in the No- 
man Church. Can a Man while exerci- 
ſing the Faculties of his Soul, (which as 
all know are gradually improv'd, the more 
they are us d) and truly appriz'd, - that In- 
tallibility, which is an incommunicable At- 
tribute of the great and * God, i- 
magine that is to be found in an ignorant 
or frail Man, or in a Society made up ot 
thoſe, who cannot attain. to a perfect. or 
adequate Knowledge of any the moſt mi- 
nute or inconſiderable Particle of Matter ? 
W Or can ſuch as ſearch the Scriptures, and 
W judge for themſelves, think, that tis in 
the Power of any on Earth to forgive Sins, 
co transfer the good Works of ſome, like 
South-Sea Stock to others, for a proper 
Sum, or grant Indulgences, as he fall 
chink fit. When the oppoſite Propgfitions 
of a Contradiction happen to be both true, 
chis may alſo come to paſs, but ſcarcely 
till then. | 


That this Doctrine therefore, wherein 
o aflerted, that the Kingdom of Chriſt is 
2 ot of this World, but ſpiritual, convincing 
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the Mind by Reaſon, and not by Force of 
Arms, Oppreſſion and Reſtraint ; that Man- 


kind has a Liberty granted them by God, 
to 
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_ - to incline People to Popery. ; and that the 
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to ſearch the Scriptures, and Judge for them- 
ſelves; that Chriſt has left no infallible 
Guide behind him, by whoſe -Determina- 
tions we are to Act, that the Clergy of a- 
ny Denomination whatſoever, are neither 
infallible, nor the only proper Judges of 
. religious Controverſies. Th# Chriſt has 
not given any Authority to the Clergy or 
civil Magiſtracy, to make uſe of coercive 
Force or Reſtraint, ' to enſlave the Under- 
ſtanding, Biaſs the Will in Articles of Faith 
contrary to their Reaſon : That the liberty 
of judging, has 'not any the leaſt Tendency 


Compliance of the Will to any Article of 
Faith, which is not fairly and clearly con- 
tain'd in the holy Scriptures, or contrary to 
ſound ſubſtantial Reaſon, is an henious Of- 
fence againſt the Commands of Chriſt and i 
his &poſtles, and contrary to their conſtant iſ 

Practice, is a true and evangelical Doctrine, 
and that the contrary of all this maintain d 
by our Preacher, and the High- Church Cler- MW 
gy, is a falſe and deſtructive Principle, en- 
tirely oppoſite to the common Senſe of 
Mankind, and the Rule of our Faith, is ſo 

very Evident, that I ſhould affront my 
Reader, and abuſe my Time, if I ſhould in- 
fiſt any longer on it. * : 


＋ 
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i ſeveral Enormities be alledged, as 
the Conſequences of this Doctrine: Theſe 
cannot be any ſolid Arguments againſt 
it. For I cant comprehend why Reaſon 
ſhould be laid aſide, becauſe forſooth, it 
may be proſtituted to ſome vile Purpoles : 


or why any thing truly valuable in itlelt, 


ſhould be diſcarded upon the account of 


ſome accidential Miſuſage. The beſt of 


Things are liable to be abus d, muſt 
they therefore be brought into diſuſe ? 
No ſurely: For ſhould this Poſition take 
place, we ſhould be ſoon obliged to bid 


W 2 final adieu to every thing that is really 
Praiſe-worthy, Juſt and Good. The Pa- 
piſts affirm that the free Ule of the Scrip- 
tures, is the Source of all the Hereſies 


that ariſe, and on this Account, they for- 
bid the Laity the Reading of them. Will 
therefore the Reverend Mr. Maſſ:y join 
Hands with theſe, and aſſert this Reſtraint 
to be allowable? In the like manner 
this Preacher tells us, the Doctrine above- 
mentioned, is the Cauſe of the Growth 
of Schiſms and Hereſies, and therefore, 


1 that it ought not to be maintain d, which 
in every Reſpect, is the fame Concluſion 


with the former, and drawn from the 
fame Premiſes, Let me for a Moment 
D expoſtu- 
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expoſtulate the Matter with this Heroe 
for the Popiſh Cauſe, and demand a re- 
cital of the particular Circumſtances, in 
which theſe two are different , which, if 
he cafinot ( 1 am almoſt perſuaded he 
can't) propoſe; I wou'd demand in the 
ſecond Place, ſince he is ſo much in the 
Intereſt of the Popiſh Function, how it 
comes that he does not renounce that 
Hereſy, which he now pretendsto adhere 
to, and not under the Umbrage of a 
faithful Son of the Church of England, 
onaw the Bowels of his Mother; fatten 
upon her Revenues, and ſay, the Foun- 
dation, _ which ſhe, and all the re- 
formed Churches ſtand, Namely the 
Doctrine, that the Kingdom of Chriſt is not 
f this World, that Mankind have a Li- 
berty of judging for themſelves, and that 
the Conſciences of Men are not to be en- 
flav'd by Compulſion. If he be not ſuch, | 
as he fairly repreſents himſelf to be; hgůe 
expreſſes himlelf.in publick after this 
manner, either becauſe he is ignorant of ü 
the Mind of his Maſter, and the com- 
mon Principles of human Reaſon : Or 
he thus Acts with ſome ſiniſter View of 
Intereſt. As to the former, tis ſurpriz- 
ing to me, that a Man of Hberal Educa- 
| | cation, 
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cation, and a Presbyter of a Proteſtant - 
Church, ſhould be unacquainted with 
the revealed Will of him, whoſe Mini- 
ſter he is, as uncapable to determine in 
an Affair, which is obvious to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, As to the latter, 
tis ſomewhat too baſe to be harbour'd 
in the Breaſt of a Clergy-Man, who has 
thought fit to inform us, that he dil- 
claims all Hypocriſy. 2 

I muſt confeſs, that it is to be v ry 
much to be lamented, that there are ſo 
many various Sectaries and Opinions a- 
mongſt us who are Proteſtants : Howe- 
ver, of all that have as yet been broach- 
ed, there is none more deteſtable than 
. hat of the Arians and Socimians, who in 
direct Oppoſition to expreſs Revelation, 
deny the Divinity, and Mediatorial Satis- 
action of our bleſſed Saviour. For this 
Scheme, either of the one or other being 
in very few Circumſtances, different 
from that of the Jews, if theirs be juſt, 
; 1 he New Diſpenſation of the Lord Jelus 
*Ds falſe ; the Books that contain it, are 
ing Legends; our bleſſed Lord is an 
Impoſtor, and ſet upon a worſe Foot than 
Numa or Mahomet, and conſequently 

the whole of Chriſtianity is a cheat, 
_— D 2 Whe⸗ 


ſo much in Vogue, that the Abettors 


by ſome in Power, is I allow, a Mat- 


[ 28 ] 
Whether the Gentlemen who Embrace, 
and Defend the Scheme of either of 
theſe Hereſies, with a trifling and inſig- 
nificant Shew of Reaſon intend this, I 
will not determine, becauſe J hope bet- 
ter things of them, but this I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that what I have now 
propos'd, are as fairly deducible from 
their Doctrine and Tenets, as any one 
Concluſion from propos d Premiſes. 


THXrar theſe Heretical Doctrines are 


and Defenders, are ſo much careſs'd and 
applauded, for the faint Appearance of 
Wit and Reaſon, that is diſcernable by ** 
ſome in their filly and trifling Libels, 
and that the Patrons and Authors af 
them are Benefic'd and countenanc*d 
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ter of great concern. But who are the 
broachers of ſuch Hereſies, who the 
Defenders and Patrons of them but the 
Clergy? Are they of the Laity, that 
are engag'd in this Cauſe? No. None 
of theſe, as far as I know, excepting 
one, I mean Trland, whoſe ignorant and 
infamous Pen, has long ſince been im- 
ployed in this abominable way. No, il 
£5 | | | tis x 
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'tis the Clergy, who either by their 1g- 
norance ſtumble upon theſe imagi 
Chimeras, or by their Villany, Pride, 
Conceit, or Ambition, invent, publiſh, 
and ſupport theſe, and a large Cata- 
logue of other wild, inconſiſtent and 
pernicious Notions, by which they ſaw 
Sedition, encourage Strife and Rebelli- 
on, diſturb the Minds of ſober and 
well-diſpoſed People, and give them 
ſuch falſe and low Apprehenſions of the 
Creator of the Univerſe, and his eter- 
nal Son the bleſſed Jeſus, that they of- 
ten ſtagger in their Faith, and deviace 
from the Word of Truth. In a word, 
tis the Clergy of all Denominations, 
who by their Ignorance, their Lazineſs, 
and unfaithful Attendance upon the Du- 
ties of their Office, their luxurious and 
ſcandalous Lives ; -and by their eager 
Purſuit after Biſhopricks, Deaneries, 
Pluralities, and large Livings, ( after 
they have lied to the Holy Ghoſt, at 
their Admittance into holy Orders, in 
affirming, that it was the Direction of 
the Divine Spirit alone, and the Regard 
that they had for the Salvation of Souls, 
without a view to filthy Lucre, or ſe- 
cular Intereſt, that engag d him to — 
| e 
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fire the Office of a Prieſt) are the chief 
Occaſion, of Irreligion and Immorality, 
is ſo very predominant among the Lai- 
ty, that Atheiſm and Heretical Notions, 
are ſo very common, and that the a- 
venging Hand of the Almighty is threat- 
ned to be ſtretch d out upon a rebellious 
Nation. we | 


I am not a little ſurpriz d, that this 
our learned and ingenious Preacher, 
ſhould in P. 34, reckon the Defence 
of Liberty, and Reſiſtance againſt Ty- 
ranical Power, as propos'd in_ the Lon- 
don Journal of December the 2d; as alſo 
a Confutation of the falſe and chimeri- 
cal Notion of Sacrilege in the ſame 
Paper, November the 25th, in the Num- 
ber of the crying Sins of the Age, and 
in the ſame Sentence with the Arian 
and Socinian Hegeſles. 


War the Author of thole Papers 
has offered as his Opinion, is ſupported 
by inconteſtable Reaſon, and therefore 
ſtands upon too ſure a Baſis to be ſha- 
ken by the puny "Efforts of laviſh - 
Cant and Bigottry. If the former be 
Trealon, as our ſupprizingly learned Po- 

| | litician 
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litician pretends, Mankind ſure is placed 
in the moſt unhappy Circumſtances, that 

ſſibly can be imagin'd, without any 
the leaſt Expectations, or Hopes of ever 
being delivered from them, vis. That 
whole Nations are form'd for the Diaboli- 
cal Sport of a few, and obnoxious to eter- 
nal Damnation, if in the leaſt they reſiſt 
Infernal Practices, or enter upon Methods 
proper to redreſs themſelves. That Kings 
derive their Power immediately from 
the People, by whom they are conſtitu- 
ted ; that they are appointed for the 
Good only of the Society, and that.the 
People by this their Appointment of 
him, enter into a Compact, to be obe- 
dient during the time of his legal Ad- 
miniſtration, are Propoſitions ſo ſelf. e- 
vident, that none of common Underſtan- 
ding, can in the leaſt queſtion them. 


No w, that the People, who intruſt- 
ed a Prince for their preſent future Ad- 
vantage, with Power, can reſume the 
ſame, whenever they find, that he em- 
ploys it to their Deſtruction, and that 
they can force him to reſign it, if he 
oppoſes, are alſo evident; upon this 
Conſideration, that in all Compacts, 

Verein 


[38] 
wberein one Party breaks thiro' tlie Co- 
venant, the other is free from the O- 
bligation. Beſides, tis ſupported b 
the great Law . of. Nature, vig. Self- 
Preſervation, which our Author himſelf, 


in the - firſt Paragraph of his: Sermon, 
calls, he moſt Ks. Motive in Na- 
ture; and univerſally practiſed by all 
Nations, who were ſo unhappy as to 
be obliged to put it in Execution. 


I é therefore appeal to the common 
Senſe of Mankind, to determine whe- 
ther the mad Ravings of a fanatick 
Prieſt, bigotted to Party Tenets, and 
ſpirited with Indignation againſt the 
Truth, and indiſputable Reaſon, foun- 
ded on the eternal and immutable Laws 
of Nature, confirm'd by the Voice of 
all Nations, and put in Practice upon 
all proper Occaſions, has the greateſt 
ſemblance of Truth. If this be the 
Treaſon, as the judicious and reverend 
Mr. Maſſey, affirms ; what Account can 
we give of the Revolution, which was 
founded upon the- Principles of Liberty 
and Reſiſtance ? What Excuſe ſhall we 
make. for the Behaviour of her late Ma- 
jelty Queen Anne, the late Duke of Or- 

4s 11 
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4 
mond, and the other Lords and the Com- 
monality of theſe three Kingdoms, who 
accounted it their Honour, and gloried 
in being inſtrumental in that happy 
Change of State? And Laſth, What 
mall we think of our preſent Eſtabliſli - 
ment both of Church and State, which 
are dependant upon it? Men of low 
Education, who all along have been de- 
pendant upon the Charity of others, or 
in a Servile manner, fed at great Mens 
Tables, very rarely entertain Notions of 
Liberty, but ſtill retain what they im- 
bib'd in a dejected State. Hence it is, 
that we are ſo often alarm'd with paſſive 
Obedience and Non-refiftance. Hence 
it is, that the indifeaſible Hereditary 
Right of Kings, is repreſented as Arti- 
cles of Faith from the Pulpit ; hence it is; 
that Sedition andRebellion take theitRiſe; 
The groveling Mind of a Penſioner of 4 
School orCollege, or the Chaplain of ſome 
dignified Bigot, may rant, rave, and vent 
his ſlaviſh Doctrine, to pleaſe a Mob or 
tickle the Fancy of ſome Bigot Lord; but 
the Great, the Prudent, and the Free- 
born Souls, diſdain fuch abje& flaviſh 
Thoughts, and bend their EE 
| + or 
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for the Peace and Proſperity: of their 
Country, | | " | | 


Ar ER our wiſe Politician has run over 
his black Liſt of Ernormous Crimes, that 
threaten. Vengeance upon this ſinful Na- 
tion. He is pleas'd p. 35. to acquaint us 
that he has been thinking what »we alrea- 
dy have to Plead in. our Favour, and 
hopes we have ſome Reliance upon four 
Things, the ſecond of which, according to 
him, is the commendable Zeal of fome tru- 
ly Noble and Chriſtian Spirits, in the Cauſe 
of God againſt the Errors and Hereſies 
which are ſprung up amongſt us; and in 
the Catalogue of theſe, he mentions the 
Right Reverend the Biſhop of Oxford; 
the Dean of - Chicheſter, Worceſter, and 
Dy. Snape, for their Pieces againſt the 
Biſhop of Bangor. With how much Ju- 
ſtice he has done this; and what fair 
Pretenſions or Claims they may have to 
that Character; upon this Account, I 
Mall refer to the Reader to conlider. 
They appear'd in the cauſe of an Error 
which if embrac'd, wou'd deſtroy the 
uſe of our Reaſon, and deprive us of the 
liberty of judging for our ſelves. But 
he maintain'd a Truth, deliver d by the 
great 
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great Author of our T3 himſelf. 
They contended for the Monarchy, and 
enſlaving of our Conſciences by ſechlat 
Force and Reſtraint; but he bold! 


teſted what is written, both in the Law *>._ 


of Nature, the old Diſpenſation; and the 
Goſpel and heroically oppos'd and over- 
came by ſtrong and undeniable Reaſons, 
the united Forces of all the Enemies of 
Truth. In a word, they were Comba- 
tants for the furious Zeal and perſecu- 
ting Rage, that is too much careſs'd by 
Papiſts, and other Sanguine Religiolo's ; 
bur he imitating the Example of the 
meek and humble Jeſus, exhorted to 
Moderation; advanc'd the uſe of our 
moſt valuable Faculties, and gloriouſly 
defended the Cauſe of Liberty. 


BEFORE I quit this Paragraph, I 
muſt take Notice of the unhandſome, 
and ungentleman like Method of intro- 
ducing the Name of his Lordſhip uſed 
by this Author, Firſt, in ſetting him in 
Oppoſition to thole whom he accounts 
the truly noble and Chriſtian Spirits. Se— 
condly, in ranking him in the Number of 
ſuch as are profeſsd Hereticks. And 
Thirdly, in denying him that Title the 

| E 2 Church 
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Fob is pleaſs d to make uſe of in their 
Devotions, which he has not as yet for- 
feited, and which our Author attaches 
to the Name of another Biſhop, menti- 
oned in the ſame Sentence. What other 
Reaſon there can be for this rude Treat- 


ment, a diſagreeable Diſpoſition of 


Mind, prepenſe Diſreſpect, and an un- 


complailant Behaviour; 1 know not, but 


ſure J am, none of all theſe is accord- 
ing to the Mind of Jeſus, or agreea- 
ble to the Directions of his Apoſtles. 
Such Deportment is highly unbecoming, 
even in private Lay- men, but much 
more in the Miniſters of the Goſpel; 
who in all their Actions, ought to de- 
monſtrate the Innocence of the Dove, 
by a forgiveneſs of Injuries, and for- 
wardneſs to loye their Enemies as their 
o 


To bring theſe Remarks to a Con- 
cluſion, let me only add, that by this 
Time (I am willing to believe) the 
Reader is pretty well appriz'd how juſt 
his Remonſtrance is. p. 34. Behold I have 
made an Evangelical Kel entment of theſe 
Things ; ſuffer it, I beſeech you, ye Men 
of Power, to be as valid as a legal one. 
V Since 


Since both the Law of. Reaſon, and the 
Goſpel are entirely oppoſite to thoſe 
Notions, which he 2 as Evange- 
lical Truths. How reſolute and faithful 
has he been in the Performance of his 
Promiſe, made in the Beginning of his 
Diſcourſe, of diſclaiming all Hypocriſy 
and Diſſimulation in his Repreſentations 
of Matters ot Fact, and the Truths of 
the Goſpel : And how Genuine his Ac- 
counts of Treaſon, Sacrilege, and the 
Kingdom of Chriſt are. We therefore 
may well be ſurpriz d, When (as he ex- 
e in 9 1 ords far = wy 
et, P. zo.) we paſr into the Temple of 
45 Lora, 2 ſee — Wonderful co hoy- 
rible thing. The Prieſts teaching for 
Hire, and the Prophets divining for Mo- 
ney, or Preferment ; uiting their 
Doctrines to the Times, and forbearing, at 
= leaſt, if not allowing the Vices of the 
= Great and Powerful; Or as he repreſents 
che Caſe, P. 16. When ther, whoſe pe- 
culiar Ofice it is, by their Life and Do- 
ctrine, to direct the People in the right 


= Way, ſhall, to bumour the Extravagancies 


= of a depraved Age, ſuit their Doftrines io 
the Inclinations of their Hearers, and make 


the Word of God bend to ſerve the —_— 
| : 
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of Hireligion; when they advance nothing 
contrary to the Luſts and Paſſions of their 
Rulers, but through a fearful,” unapoſtoli- 
cal, laviſh Compliance, call Evil good, 
and Good evil; put Bitter for Sweet, | 
and Sweet for Bitter; when they wwreſt 
and torture Scripture to make it give an 
occaſional Vote; When they ſay, thus ſaith 
the Lord, and the Lord hath not ſaid ſo; 
ſuch ungodly Prevaricators, like the Evi 
Angels among the Egyptians, are the pour- 
ers out of Wrath, Indignation, and "Trous } 
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